
6th Grade ELA: Week of September 28 - October 2     Mrs. Trotter 

 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Monday,   

Sept. 28 

Lesson #25  

Reexamine 

Theme in Light of 

New Information 

 

Today we will: 

● Read an informational 

article about Dorothea 

Lange’s experience of 

taking the “Migrant 

Mother” photographs. 

● Re-examine our theme 

statements in light of new 

information. 

 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE! (5 min.)  Texts:  Out of the Dust,   “USDA Photographer Rescues Destitute 

Farmworkers” by Gwen Gilbert; Chromebook:  Mon. 9/28 L25 

2. Let’s REVIEW!  (10 min.) Pop Quiz “Wild Boys of the Road” p.58-59 EBSR question 

3. Let’s READ!  (20 min.) Actively read “USDA Photographer Rescues Destitute Farmworkers” by 

taking notes:  + What adds to my understanding?      ! What surprises me?    / What information 

contradicts other information I have learned? 

4. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.)  Excerpt from article, What is the meaning of the words in bold? Use 

context clues.  According to Dorothea Lange,  why is it important to go “all-out”? 

5. Let’s DISCUSS! (10  min.)  Another excerpt from the article:  How does this excerpt relate to our 

theme statements for the “Migrant Mother” photographs?  Are there any themes we should 

add? 

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.)  Choose one of the theme statements we 

generated for the “Migrant Mother” photographs, and explain how the information in this 

article supports it.  Include at least one piece of evidence from the text to support your 

answer. 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  L25 Class Notes:  #6 Let’s EXPRESS 

OUR UNDERSTANDING 

Tuesday,  

Sept. 29 

 Lesson #26 

Compare and 

Contrast Themes 

Today we will: 

● Read “Summer 1935.” 

● Compare and contrast 

themes across poems. 

● Analyze how characters 

change. 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Texts:   Out of the Dust  Chromebook: Tue. 9/29 L26 Class Notes and Recurring 

Document:  Character Analysis Chart Lesson 26 

2. Let’s REVIEW!  (10 min.)  Pop Quiz “Family School” p. 121-122. EBSR question 

3. Let’s READ!  (10 min.) Read “The Dream,”  p. 193   Consider the following questions:  Who is the 

“you” Billie Jo refers to?  How does she feel about this “person”? 

4. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.) Reread “The Dream” from this chapter.  Reread “On Stage” from the 

first chapter.  The words in these two poems are arranged very differently from all the other 

poems in the novel. Why? 

5. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.)  Determine a theme statement for both of the poems.  In what ways 

do these poems express how Billie Jo’s life has changed over the course of the novel? 

6. Let’s READ! (15-20  min.) Read “Summer 1935,” p. 195-206.  As you read, stop after each poem 

and add information to your character analysis chart.  

7. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.) What is the single most significant change 

Billie Jo undergoes in this chapter?  Answer this question in one well-formed sentence, e.g.:  “In 

this chapter, Billie Jo                , and                  .”  

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Class Notes  

 

 

 



Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Wednesday,   

Sept. 30 

Lesson 27 

Identify More 

Themes 

 

Today we will: 

 

● Reread selected poems and 

determine their themes. 

● Identify themes of a 

selection of poems. 

1. Let’s PREPARE! (5 min.) Out of the Dust,  Chromebook  Wed. 9/30 L27 Class Notes and 

Character Analysis Chart “Summer 1935”; Assigned group poems:  “Midnight Truth,” p. 195; 

“Out of the Dust,” p. 197; “Something Lost, Something Gained,” p. 200;  “Homeward Bound,” p. 

204. 

2. Let’s REVIEW! (10 min.)  Pop Quiz “Summer 1935” EBSR question  

3. Let’s READ!  (30 min.) Review assigned groups.  Teacher model TPCASTT “Met” p. 205.    Home 

Group:  reread your assigned poem.  Fill out the TP-CASTT handout for your poem. 

4. Let’s READ!  (30  min.) Teacher model group work reading and discussion with “Met” p. 205. 

Expert Group:  Read your assigned poem out loud to the group.  Choose 2-3 details from the 

TPCASTT handout to share.  End your presentation with the theme statement, and allow 

enough time for everyone in your group to write it down. 

5. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (10 min.) One of the themes in “Met” involves the 

importance of forgiveness.  Why is the idea of forgiveness important to the story?  Include 

specific details from the story in your response. 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L28  Class Notes  

Thursday,   

Oct. 01 

Lesson 28 

Make 

Predictions 

Based on 

Historical Facts 

 

Today we will: 

● Read “Autumn 1935”.  

● Discuss themes which span 

the entire novel. 

 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Out of the Dust, Chromebook:  Wed. 9/30 L28 Class Notes 

2. Let’s REVIEW! (10 min.) Pop Quiz:  Overall Theme “Summer 1935” EBSR question 

3. Let’s READ!  (20 min.)   Independently read “Autumn 1935”  Actively read by take notes on at 

least 3 passages that contain a sign of hope, and jot them down. 

4. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.) Discuss excerpt from “Finding Way”.  What is the meaning of the 

words in bold? What context clues can you use to help?  What is the connection between this 

passage and other texts? 

5. Let’s DISCUSS!  (15 min.)  Which themes recur throughout the novel?  Make a list of 3 theme 

statements that apply to the novel as a whole.  What evidence do you find in the story for each 

statement? 

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (10 min.) Choose one theme from the “Let’s Discuss!” 

activity.   What evidence from the novel supports that theme? 

7. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING! (10 min.) Review your timeline, and note where the 

novel begins and ends.  Based on the timeline, what is Billie Jo and her family’s life likely to be 

like over the next 5 years?  Support your ideas with information from your timeline. 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in L28 Class Notes  

 

   



 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Friday,  

Oct. 02 

Lesson 29 

Examine Prompt 

and Prepare 

Notes 

&  

 Lesson 30 

Plan Response 

and Write 1st 

Draft 

Today we will: 

● Assess our understanding of 

the novel Out of the Dust. 

● Analyze the culminating 

writing task prompt. 

● Prepare the notes needed to 

answer the question. 

● Write a claim. 

 

● Assess our understanding of 

the novel Out of the Dust by 

○ Planning the response 

○ Begin writing a first draft 

1. Let’s PREPARE! (5 min.)  Out of the Dust, CWT writing prompt, Recurring Document: 

Character Analysis Chart, CWT Brainstorming Chart, CWT Writing Plan 

2. Let’s READ!  (10 min.) Unpack the writing prompt.  Star question words.  Circle verbs. 

Underline nouns  Box conjunctions.  Number options. 

3. Let’s PRACTICE!  (10 min.) Review Character Analysis Charts and brainstorm list of key events 

from the novel 

4. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.) Fill in the chart with answers to the 

questions and evidence from the text.  Use the notes in your ELA notebook  and Character 

Analysis Charts to help you. 

5. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10-15 min.) Discuss your Brainstorming Chart with a partner:  Share 

documents and read.  Take turns asking questions.  Help one another add ideas to both charts.  

6. Let’s PRACTICE! (15-20  min.) Reread the writing prompt.  Using CWT Writing Plan graphic 

organizer, write a claim which answers the prompt in the “claim” box.   

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Brainstorming Chart  and Writing 

Plan graphic organizer. 

 

Highlights:  

 

Monday - Thursday, students will start each day with a Pop Quiz.  Each day the quiz will be a review from previous 

material.   It will consist of two multiple choice questions:  Part A - reading skill and Part B - selecting relevant text 

evidence.  These are called EBSR questions:  Evidence Based Selected Response questions.  This question design is 

used in all of our testing and for LEAP testing questions.  Each day, we will immediately grade questions and score 

the EBSR set of questions.  Part A must be correct in order to earn points for correctly selected choices in Part B. 

Students will receive a Formative Grade on these questions.  The best 3 out of 4 pop quiz will be counted for this 

grade in PowerSchool.  Remember that formative grades account for 40% of the overall grade. 

 

Next week, the CWT will be written and submitted for a Summative Grade, which accounts for 60% of the overall 

grade.  Students can work on the Brainstorming Chart and Writing Plan over the weekend. 

 


